CENTER CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Center Church of the Brethren, Louisville, Ohio

1

Beyond Candy Hearts & Roses
The first half of February seems dominated by pink and red, cards
and candy. But people not in a loving romantic relationship can sometimes feel left out of the festivities. Of course, all people need love —
and certainly love is not limited to the romantic kind. Author Leo Buscaglia, who became known as “Dr. Love” for writing about the topic,
said, “Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind
word, a listening ear, an honest compliment or the smallest act
of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life
around."
Jesus taught that loving one another is second only
in importance to loving God (Matthew 22:37-40), and that
when we love one another, God lives in us (1 John 4:12). There are so
many ways to do that — beyond candy hearts and roses! But Valentine’s
Day is as good a reminder as any.
We have been busy planning away as part of the nurture
committee and are looking forward to see what God
leads us in this year. Our Children’s ministry along with
Men’s and Women’s Fellowship were very fruitful last
year and we are excited to witness the growth of these
ministries.
The primary purpose of Nurture is to help facilitate the spiritual
growth of the church body while also helping to care for individual
needs. We pray that if you are reading this and no longer attend a church
that you first seek the Lord through His word and through prayer. After,
if you feel God calling you to connect with Center Church please do so.
In the mean time, we will continue to pray for you and reach out periodically to make sure you know you are loved and have a Savior waiting.
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330-875-2064
Centercob2811@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at
www.center-cob.org or Facebook
2811 Ravenna Ave NE
Louisville OH 44641
Mark Kell, Pastor
330-495-6023
thelastcandle@hotmail.com

Weekly:
Sun. 8:30 am ~ Prayer Time
Sun. 9:30 am ~ Worship
Junior Church (1st 2nd 3rd Sundays)
Sun. 10:45 am ~ Bible Study
Tuesday Workers ~ Mornings
Wed. 6:30 pm ~ Bible Study
Thur. 7 pm ~ Ensemble Rehearsal
Sat. 5:30 pm ~ Prayer & Worship
Men’s Breakfast
1st and 3rd Saturdays 8 am
Women’s Fellowship
2nd Thursdays 6:30 pm
Center Café
3rd Tuesdays, 11:30 am-12:30 pm
See enclosed calendars
for specific calendar of events.

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events. Check full details in
this newsletter and weekly bulletins:
Women’s Fellowship, Feb. 10 6:30 pm
Chili Supper & Pie Auction, March 5, 5:00 pm
Center Host Lenten Service, March 13, 7 pm
Cong Celebration/Meeting, April 3 11 am
Love Feast Service, April 14, 6:30 pm
East Sunday Celebrations, April 17

Center Ensemble Rehearsal
Thursdays, 7:00 pm
All are invite to join us.

Contributions for the
newsletter are always
welcome. Email them to
billijanetburkey@yahoo.com
Next Deadline, March 21
(for April/May Issue)
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Brothers, Sisters, Family,
What is grace? What is mercy? What does it
mean to be humbled? What does it mean to repent
and turn to the Lord in faith? Where does a life of
joy and gratitude come from? These are critical
questions for each of us and especially in the world
we find ourselves in today. Can you answer them?
Are they a part of your life experience? If you will
allow me, I’d like to answer what they mean to me.
First, I’ve found myself falling short throughout
my life. I’ve always been an inward thinker, an overthinker. I’ve long been self-critical. Maybe you can
relate? For me it’s been born out in constant reminders that I’ve fallen short of my own expectations, of
others expectations, of God’s expectations. I have
never really felt I am who I ought to be or am who I
hoped I would be. That may seem better if it was
merely all in my head and I was more okay than I
tend to think. Unfortunately, sin in my life speaks
otherwise. The sin I have brought into this world has
hurt me, hurt others, and offended God. Some of the
memories bother me, others bear out consequences I
still deal with today. There is nothing good about it
and it’s not something I can escape. These realities
force me toward greater humility. They also make
me realize that, in myself, there are many things I
just can’t fix. So what can I do about it?
This is where grace and mercy come in. Grace
(unmerited favor) is an every day need for me.
Mercy (holding back of deserved justice) is a constant. Both of these are offered through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the overcomer, the helper of
the helpless. God, through Christ, has offered me
love and forgiveness, in spite of my failure. Through
Jesus’ perfect life and sinless death, He has offered
me His righteousness for my sin. In His resurrection
and the sending of His Spirit, He has offered me life
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instead of death, His power instead of my weakness.
Jesus Christ took my place, my sin on the Cross
2,000 years ago and finished a work I could never
complete. I couldn’t escape what I’ve done. Today,
when I see my sin and his holiness, when I see what
He has done with His life and what I have done with
mine, I know I don’t deserve His love. Yet, He has
offered it to me by faith. If I turn from my sin daily
and continue to turn to Him in faith, believing in Jesus’ death and resurrection, mercy, grace, and everlasting life become mine. Every day, knowing that,
is a day for rejoicing and for gratitude.
Our stories are not over yet. There are triumphs
and tragedies to come, sin and successes yet to be
born. Is your life covered by the grace and mercy of
Christ? Have those stains you’ve garnered in life
been washed away? Are you okay today? Will you
be okay tomorrow? Will you come to the end of life
with peace in your heart? I pray you find peace
through Jesus Christ today. Turn and place your
faith in Him today. Receive this joy, this salvation
today.
In God’s Love, Pastor Mark

Akron/Canton Area Church of the
Brethren Lenten Schedule
March 6 ~ Hartville CoB, Speaker Moses Siakula
March 13 ~ Center CoB, Speaker Mike Conner
March 20 ~ Springfield CoB, Speaker, Jim Lee
March 27 ~ Eden CoB, Speaker, Tobin Crenshaw
April 3 ~ Choir Festival at Mt. Pleasant

Messenger Radio
Did you know that some of the
Church of the Brethren
“Messenger” (news magazine)
articles can be HEARD on-line?
Check it out at https://www.
brethren.org/messenger/
uncategorized/messenger-radio/
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Camp Inspiration Hills

Northern Ohio District
SISTERS Women’s Retreat
Saturday, April 30
Location: TBA
Guest Speaker: Laura Kell
“Our Faith Walk”

Brethren “Workcamps”
“For we walk by faith, not by sight”
(2 Corinthians 5:7 NRSV)
Short-term service opportunities for junior high
through adult participants. Find the 2022 schedule
here: https://www.brethren.org/faithx/schedule/
Registration is now open!

Young Adult Conference
May 27-30, 2022
Montreat Conference Center, North Carolina
National Young Adult Conference offers people
ages 18-35 a chance to enjoy fellowship, worship,
recreation, Bible study, service projects and more…
with other fantastic young adults!

The Giving Tree Project: Our giving
tree continues to provide some much
needed extra funding as we navigate
and recover from the pandemic and
was featured in "Insight" magazine a publication of the
Christian Camp and Conference Association. We are
thankful for all of you who support this ministry, we
would not still be here without you!
WELCOME NEW STAFF!
As we expand the ministry we are adding some
much needed help. We welcomed Hanna Warnick
(Eastwood COB) to the team in October. Hanna has
been a camper and CIT at Inspiration Hills and served
at Camp IHC in Pennsylvania last year as waterfront
instructor and counselor. Hanna will be serving in several areas of the camp including maintenance, housekeeping, programming and food services.
On January 1st we welcomed Chris Kaake back to
the IH team. Chris previously served as our Program
Director prior to her BVS service in Northern Ireland
as project manager and her work at Girl Scouts of
Ohio’s Heartland as Program Manager, Advocacy and
Engagement. Chris will be serving at camp as director
of program and operations while assisting in all other
areas of camp as needed.
YOUTH LEADERSHIP RETREATS
Have you felt God calling you to do bigger things
with your life? Tired of being a spectator at church and
in school? All teens 14 and up are invited to explore
what it means to lead and serve in the places that you
live, worship and work. Join us for the next retreat February 18-19 to explore how to identify and use your
unique gifts and talents to lead others. This is retreat is
a prerequisite for those under 18 who would like to
serve during summer camp 2022. Registration information will be available at www.inspirationhillscamp.org

Church of the Brethren
National Youth Conference
July 23 – 28, 2022
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Witness Commission has
many responsibilities that we
are going to try and embrace. It
was suggested that Center
Church donate to The Afghan
evacuees and refugees resettlement through our brotherhood.
After discussion it was decided
to take a special offerings on
fifth Sundays for causes and to inform the congregation regarding the cause. Contributions for this
month's cause may be designated “refugees” any
time in the next couple weeks.
The witness team is called to provide information about ministries and provide ways for people to
give financially to support these ministries as “a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to
God” (Philippians 4:18). In The Herald Newsletter
there's an article on how we can help the Afghan
evacuees by giving to the Emergency Disaster Fund
or by working with other agencies such as Church
World Service (CWS). I followed the suggestion in
the article to find a resettlement office near us and
found that a Community and Refugee and Immigration Service (CRIS) is located in Columbus, Ohio.
CRIS is an independent non-profit organization
that serves the refugee and immigrant populations in
Central Ohio. They have over 50 staff members
from all over the world who speak many different
languages. Our wide array of programs and services
aim to facilitate sustained self-sufficiency and successful integration for the people we serve. Among
other things, CRIS is a refugee resettlement agency.
As an affiliate of Church World Service, we have a
cooperative agreement with the Department of State
to directly receive and place refugees in our community.
Services offered:
• Reception and Placement
• Matching Grants
• Preferred Communities
• Asylum and Border
• Afghan Placement and Assistance Program as well
as other immigrants
Our Mission: To help refugees and immigrants
reach safety and stability, sustain self-sufficiency,
and achieve successful integration into the Central
Ohio community.
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If you are like me, you may have a narrow perspective about refugees and immigrants. And then
there is popular saying ”we need to take care of the
people already here and not take in more.” While
we do need to do that, all of God's people are to be
served. One fact I learned is that many of the refugees who received a special visa were helping the
US government in their country for many years. It
was through their efforts US was able to increase the
results of their efforts. In returned they were offered
the special visas. There is so much information on
the CRIS web page and I encourage you to expand
your world view and open your hearts.
I shared in church recently how my mother's parents came to America in 1917 to escape the situation
in their country. Since 1820 over 4,315,000 people
emigrated to the United States from AustriaHungary. This amounted to 8.9 per cent of the total
foreign immigration. Important figures who moved
to the United States include Louis Kossuth, Joseph
Pulitzer, Harry Houdini, Felix Frankfurter and
many more... including Leonard and Margaret
Henzel...my grandparents. I am glad someone
welcomed them to America to start a new and better
life. Aren't you? Take time to learn more by going to
crisohio.org.
To participate in these special offerings, please
place your contribution in an envelope and mark it
“Refugees” and place in offering plate or mail to
church.
Witness Chairperson
Sandy Humphrey
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We will serve a lunch every
third Tuesday of the month
from 11:30 to 12:30. This is
an invitation to all as an opportunity to get out and socialize over a meal with others. Think about inviting
someone who may be alone
and would enjoy an outing.

Restoring Congregational
Vitality Workshop
Friday Mar 4, 2022 Saturday Mar 5, 2022
We will begin on Friday, March 4 at 6:30 pm with
worship and the opening session from 7 pm – 8:30 pm.
Saturday will begin at 8:30 am and we will close at
4:30 pm. Lunch is provided.
The Church is struggling. Maybe you noticed. What
was already true before the pandemic has, for many
congregations, been escalated. More than a few congregations are living on the margins of existence. Can
dry bones live again? The answer is “Yes, but it is not
easy.” Revitalization is the work of the Holy Spirit
within the community of faith as Christ becomes center and we become more spiritually and emotionally
healthy. This seminar considers the pathways to vitality building on the simple idea that healthy organisms
grow naturally. If health increases, growth in is various forms will follow. Being healthy requires new
ways of thinking and acting – or maybe discovering
older, forgotten ways and implementing them again.
Pastors, church leaders, and those in the congregation
longing for renewal are invited to participate in this
workshop on March 4-5 at the Maple Grove Church of
the Brethren sponsored by the District Congregational
Commission. Galen Hackman will lead us through
topics as: The Church as a Pneumatic Community, Focus on Jesus and the Gospel, Worship and Preach for
Transformation, Practice the Priesthood of All Believers, Establish a Permission-Giving, Holy Spirit-Led
Culture, among others.
Maple Grove Church of the Brethren
960 Township Road 964, Ashland, OH 44805
Fees/Admission: The cost is $25/person or a
maximum of $75 per church to help cover the costs.
CEUs (0.75) will be available for pastors.
Contact Information: District Office, 419-281-3058
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Who Said That, What Was Heard
Communicate (Per Webster): To import, pass
along, transmit, to make known, give (information),
give and receive, by talk, gesture or writing.
Communication: The act or way we communicate
as listed above plus media (radio, TV, phone, internet, etc.)
Then there is understanding. What we THINK we
say, what we ASSUME the other person comprehended what we said.
Example:
Mabel: “Beaula, our club meeting is next
Wednesday. Are you going?”
Beaula: “Maybe I Will.”
Mabel: “OK, I will pick you up.”
Beaula: “No, No, I said MAYBE. I’ll let you
know by Tuesday.”
Mabel heard only “I Will”. Often we need to think
how a statement will be understood. Or how people
to TAKE what we said. Will they be Ok, feel guilty,
be offended? I once knew someone who taught a
Sunday School class. They worked hard on preparation and was helping students learn and grow. In a
meeting someone said “Our Sunday school is a
mess.” The teacher was humiliated and likely angry.
The other person was possibly meaning
“organization,” not the teacher, but damage was
done.
If a boo boo does occur, “I’m sorry” is a wonderful
phrase to clear the air. All of us need to be careful in
our communication. Be considerate, kind and loving
and forgiving.
Submitted
Charlene Oliver Board Vice Chair

“A time to tear and
a time to mend, a
time to be silent and
a time to speak.”
Ecclesiastes 3:7
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