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330-875-2064
Centercob2811@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at
www.center-cob.org or Facebook

Saturday, Sept 18, 5:30 pm
No ‘agenda’ just fun and fellowship.
Bring a dish to share and come to enjoy a potluck meal, yard games, hay
ride, a camp fire, and hymn sing. Family and friends are welcome!

You are invited to revival
services October 3, 4, & 5,
at 6:30 pm
We will gather, no not in a tent, but in our pavilion
(weather permitting) for a special time of worship
through Scripture and Song.

Answers
Answers to prayers come in various ways,
sometimes in minutes, sometimes in days.
And some take years to fully unfold
the harvest of love and blessings they hold.
Answers to prayers come in various forms,
sometimes in sunlight, sometimes through storms.
Some blossom early, and some blossom late,
but each one will flower — have faith and wait!

—Helen Inwood, His Mysterious Ways

“Together, as the Church of the Brethren,
we will passionately live and share the
radical transformation and holistic peace
of Jesus Christ through relationshipbased neighborhood engagement. To
move us forward, we will develop a culture of calling and equipping disciples who are innovative, adaptable, and fearless.”

2811 Ravenna Ave NE
Louisville OH 44641
Mark Kell, Pastor
330-495-6023
thelastcandle@hotmail.com

Contributions for the
newsletter are always
welcome. Email them to
billijanetburkey@yahoo.com
Next Deadline, Nov 18
(for Nov/Dec Issue)

Congregational
Celebration Nov 7
This is your opportunity hear updates and have a say in the organization of the church. We will
share in a carry-in meal before
hand at 11:00 am on Sunday, November 7.
Agenda includes:
Voting on board members.
Voting on 2022 budget.
Updates and Visioning
Feel free to contact Susan Hunter,
Board Chair, if you have question
before meeting.
Hope you can join us.
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Brothers, Sisters, Family,
I am back to school in these days
teaching 7th grade science. It is my 17th year
this year and, with my father teaching 36, the
53rd year of a Mr. Kell teaching 7th grade at
Lake. It is a special tradition, a worthwhile profession and an interesting
subject. Science, the pursuit of knowledge, the process of knowing, observing and analyzing information, is conducted by every person on the planet.
We all do it. From putting on clothes in the morning to what time we go to
bed at night, we practice science. Every day we make decisions based on
our past experiences, past and present knowledge with future hopes. Fifty
plus years is a long time. Yet, ultimately, where does it lead? What is the
use? The writing of Ecclesiastes spoke rightly when he said, “Of making
many books there is no end, and much study is wearisome to the
flesh” (Ecclesiastes 12:12). If what we pursue ends without true satisfaction, true purpose, what is it all worth? As the writer famously states early
on, “all is vanity and grasping for the wind.” Is this all there is?
Truly, when the sun goes down, the days grow long, life is tired and
the things you have chased through your day didn’t yield the pleasure you
thought they would, where will you go? Where do you go? Do we sleep the
sleep of the vain and hope to wake up to a new day that is somehow better
though nothing has changed? The scriptures propose that life is renewed,
not in the light of a rising sun but in the life of the risen Son. God has told
us, “His compassions fail not. They are new every morning” (Lamentations
3:22-23). The difference is not the rising morning sun but the promises of
the God caused the sun to rise. Even more ironic is, even this offers little
hope if it is all we have, another day here on earth. Mercy and compassion
may be renewed but the body grows old, joys fade, tasks are finished, relationships and people go. What happens when we come closer to the last
sunrise, the last sunset? Is there hope beyond even this? The Lord speaks to
us even then, saying,
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at
the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For
the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are
not seen are eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
In Christ we have an everlasting spring of hope, of joy, of life
through a relationship that never ends. Christ, who conquered death is our
hope in His enduring life and through our transient death. What will last?
Where will I find my rest at the end of all things? It won’t be in knowing I
left a legacy as a teacher, a father, a pastor, a friend but that I have founded
my life in the One True God who will never leave me nor forsake me. At
the end of all days, rather than return to the earth as my maker He will take
me to himself, my good, gracious, holy, loving, almighty creator, my faithful, merciful Savior. Where will you go? Where is your lasting hope?
In God’s Love, Pastor Mark
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Center Calendar
Sunday Pastor’s Prayer 8:30 am
Sundays Worship 9:30 am
Jr Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Sundays
Sunday Studies 10:45 am
Tuesdays Workers 9 am
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 pm
Thursday Ensemble Practice 7 pm
Saturday Prayer 5:30 pm
Women’s Night, Sept 9, 6:30 pm
Church Board, Sept 13, 7 pm
Center Fall Picnic,
Saturday, Sept 18, 5:30 pm
Louisville Constitution Day
Parade, Sun., Sept 19
Men’s Breakfast, Sept 25, 8 am
District SYD Reunion Oct. 1
District Inspiration Hills
Fall Festival Oct. 2
Revival Services, Oct 3, 4, 5
6:30 pm
Love Feast Service, Oct 10, 7 pm
Church Board, Oct 11, 7 pm
Women’s Night, Oct 14, 6:30 pm
Center Spaghetti Supper Drive
Thru, Saturday, Oct 16
Men’s Breakfast, Oct 23, 8 am
District SISTERs Retreat Oct 23
Marriage Retreat October 30

Get an extra hour of sleep, Nov 6.
Congregation Celebration/Carry In
Lunch, Nov 7, 11 am
Go to see church calendar
http://www.center-cob.org/
news-events/
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Spaghetti Supper Drive Thru
Saturday, October 16, 2021
Supper—Serving 4:00-6:00 pm
Donations accepted for meal.

Join us for some good food.
2811 Ravenna Ave. NE, Louisville
Half way between Louisville and East Canton on Route 44. 330-875-2064
This year our annual Spaghetti Supper will be a DRIVE
THRU a convenient way for you to drive into our parking
lot and get your dinner without leaving your car.
All proceeds will be donated to Canton Hope
Outreach whose mission and purpose is to go into the
community and serve all those in need. A ministry
where no one is turned away, and include even the
most unlovely as the Lord has asked us to do.

Center Church of the Brethren, Louisville, Ohio

Learn From Leaves
As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping
apple cider, ponder this saying: “Autumn shows us
how beautiful it is to let things go.”
When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they
turn vibrant shades of yellow, orange and red. This
yearly spectacle makes way for the leaves to let go
and fall. It also serves as a good reminder of things
we may need to drop: clutter around the home, a desire for control, commitments that no longer bring
joy, personal expectations that cause added stress, a
need to always be right and so on.
Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as
slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul had to abandon
his persecuting ways, we, too, can let go of what
weighs us down and gets in the way of God’s best
for our lives. Embrace fall as a season of change and
see just how beautiful it is to let things go!

International Day of Prayer for Peace
Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on September 21. The UN
General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted
to strengthening the ideals of peace, through observing 24 hours of non-violence and cease-fire.
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Love Feast and
Communion
Sunday, Oct. 10
7 pm
Daily Reminders Of Baptism
One way Satan attacks Christians is by reminding us of our sins, both of commission (wrongdoing)
and omission (neglecting to do right). And one way
we can fight back is by remembering our baptism.
The reformer Martin Luther recommended pondering that sacrament daily, whenever we wash our
face, because “in baptism sins are drowned.”
Getting dressed can serve as another frequent reminder, Luther says, because baptism is the “daily
garment … the Christian is to wear all the time.” He
writes, “Christ instituted holy baptism … to clothe
you with his righteousness. It is tantamount to his
saying, ‘My righteousness
shall be your righteousness; my innocence, your
innocence. Your sins indeed are great, but by baptism I bestow on you my
righteousness; I strip death
from you and clothe you
with my life.’”

In 2021, as we heal from the COVID-19 pandemic, we are inspired to think creatively and collectively about how to help everyone recover better,
how to build resilience, and how to transform
our world into one that is more equal, more
just, equitable, inclusive, sustainable, and healthier.
The 2021 theme for the International Day of Peace is “Recovering better for an equitable and sustainable world”.
We invite you to join the efforts of the United
Nations family as we focus on recovering better for
a more equitable and peaceful world. Celebrate
peace by standing up against acts of hate online and
offline, and by spreading compassion, kindness, and
hope in the face of the pandemic, and as we recover.

Mark your calendar Advent schedule.
Advent Vacation Bible School
December 4, 11, and 15
Choral/Kids Christmas Program
Sunday, December 19, 7 pm
Christmas Eve Worship
Saturday, December 25, 10 am

Center Church of the Brethren, Louisville, Ohio

We at Center have enjoyed a
wonderful summer and are looking forward to exciting things in the months
ahead!
Our children's ministry is loving their own sanctuary on the 3rd
floor where they have Junior Church
during the Sunday sermon. The kid's Sunday School
classes started studying the fruits of the spirit which already seems to be very "fruitful" :) They also are very
much appreciative to the congregation and Humphrey
memorial fund for the new playground that was built behind the church over the summer.
The Men's Fellowship has been meeting the 1st and
3rd Saturdays at 8 am in the Fellowship Hall for breakfast and discussion on their New Testament Bible reading
plan.
Women's Fellowship has taken off and is meeting the
2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm. We have some
wonderful outreach activities and scripture discussions
planned so please look to Facebook
for more information.
We are still gathering every Saturday evening at 5:30 pm for community prayer. It has been wonderful coming together as the body of
Christ to pray with one another especially amongst His creation during
these warmer months.
Bible study keeps growing in
numbers and Biblical literacy every
Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
Just a friendly reminder to like and follow the Center
Facebook page to see the livestream of our Sunday service along with links to every sermon.
We are looking forward to breaking in our newly
concreted pavilion with a Church Picnic on Saturday,
September 18, at 5:30 pm. (See page one for details.)
We also will be participating in the Louisville Constitution Day Parade on Sunday, September 19, to witness
to the community along with promoting Center Church's
Drive Thru Spaghetti Dinner which is on October 16.
Proceeds from the dinner will be donated to the Hope
Outreach Ministry in Canton.
We would also love for you to join us for Love Feast
and Feet Washing on Sunday, October 10, at 7, pm and
our Congregational Celebration and meeting after church
on Sunday, November 7. Stay tuned for more information on outdoor Fall Revival Services and a Christmas
Advent Bible School!
In God's Love, Laura Kell, Nurture Team Chair
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Bible and Blanket Outreach continues and everyone should be sure
they have a Bible/blanket bundle in
their car. When you encounter
someone who may need one or both
you will be able to pass it on to them. There are plenty
available due to generous donations. You can be picked
up in the north coat room.
Salt jugs will also be distributed this winter, however
we need gallon size jugs to fill up. Please rinse them well
and bring to the church.
The Blessing Box has been in place on north side of
church for several months now. It didn't seem to be getting used much but when recently checked it was half
empty. The purpose is to provide groceries and care items
to help out folks when funds are low. One of our church
family members has been putting in toothbrushes and care
items and found they are really needed. Share the news
that the Blessing Box is there to those who may need a
little extra help.
Swing set
for the kids, big and
little, has been constructed on the west
side of the church
(that's the back for
directionally challenged people) and
has been well used
already. We are still
waiting for final
parts and pieces to
be installed but it is fully functional.
Meditation Garden is ready for beautification and
planting. Many years ago the Domer family designated
that memorial funds for Bev Domer be used to create a
meditation garden down in the woods of our property.
Last year several trees had to be removed in the woods at
the north edge of our property as they had fallen and damaged the neighbors fence. Once removed we felt the area
was a great place for the garden so about 30 hours have
been spent removing poison ivy, briars and more trees to
clear it in order to fulfill the Domer family’s wish. There
is still much to be done and we need everyone to help
contribute. Please support by adopting a space to create
your own special area. Maybe to make a special themes
that you have on your heart. Again statuaries or perennial
plant donations from your own gardens are needed as well
as sitting benches. The top of the park will be accessible
to even those with limited walking abilities. Please show
your support and take time to visit it.
Sandy Humphrey, Witness Team Chair

Center Church of the Brethren, Louisville, Ohio
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Center Cemetery Continues Repairs

Fall Festival, October 2, The day
will begin at 11 am with the silent
dessert auction and conclude by 3 pm
following the live benefit auction.

Founded in 1825, Center Church of the Brethren has
shared its roots in the history of Louisville and Nimishillen Township. In 1868 the congregation
moved to the current location. The first meeting
hall was built and the cemetery established.
The “Pandemic Recovery” version of this annual event
will be simplified with: Outdoor dining
Great Food and Homemade Ice Cream
Fishing and other Outdoor Games
Hikes & a Family Scavenger Hunt
Silent Dessert Auction
The Annual Benefit Auction.
Proceeds from the day will fund needed repairs/
replacement of several camp vehicles.
SYD Reunion, October 1
www.inspirationhillscamp.org

The Brethren Academy for
Ministerial Leadership is offering:
Interim/Transitional Ministry: More than Mere
Maintenance, from September 15-November 9,
2021. Tara Hornbacker will be the instructor and
TRIM students will receive one credit in Ministry
Skills upon completion and the BTS experience.

For over 150 years now the overseers appointed by
the church has cared for the cemetery with loving
hands. If you have done such work, you know it isn't a light task. In addition to the regular care of
mowing etc, because of the age of these stones, foundations have started to give way.
In 2020, the church and cemetery board was able to
have 8 of those stones remounted. The funds came
from a few private donations and memorials. As we
continue to look at the older stones, we have a need
to continue the foundation repair work. Normally it
is the responsibility of the families of the deceased to
care for the grave stones. However most of these families we have no idea who or how to contact. If you
have a family at the cemetery or would like to contribute to this project, donations can be ear-marked and
sent to the church at Center Church of the Brethren
2811 Ravenna Ave NE, Louisville. A special thank
you from those of Center.

Introduction to the New Testament, October 13 December 7, 2021. Matt Boersma will be the instructor for this course.
The Shape of Ministry in a High-Tech World October 13, 22-24 and November 3, 2021 via Zoom. In
this digital age, how can one ensure that the practice
of ministry remains grounded in the core principles
of pastoral care and discipleship?
Questions about taking an Academy course for
CEU's or personal enrichment may be directed to
Academy Director, Janet Ober Lambert at oberlja@bethanyseminary.edu or 765-983- 1820.

Center Ensemble Rehearsal
Thursdays, 7:00 pm
All are invite to join us.
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his
presence with singing.” Psalm 100:1,2

