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It’s The Holiday Season 

    Thanksgiving and Christmas are upon us. You are probably feeling a 
bit stressed. All of us need to remember that the commercial things re-
garding these holidays are the cause. Why do we pack our days with plan-
ning, cooking, gift buying? Through all of this, we miss the essence of the 
holidays. 

      The dictionary states that Thanksgivings means the expression of 
gratitude, especially to God.  And Christmas is defined as a commemora-
tion of the birth of Christ. So how have we veered so far off our Christian 
paths? How much simpler our lives would be if we just observed the defi-
nitions of the words. That is not to say that we should not enjoy the com-
pany of friends and family over a meal or give a homemade gift as a token 
of our love for someone. After all, Jesus instructs us to love one another, 
and he had many meals with the people around him. 

      This holiday seasons try to limit busy work and give thanks to God, 
celebrate the wonderful gift of his son Jesus. In that, he gave us the ulti-
mate gift of eternal life if we reach out and accept it. 

Susan Hunter, Board Chair  

Christmas Candlelight Service 
Sunday, Dec. 19, 2021 7 pm 

Angel, which means “messenger” in both Hebrew and 

Greek, is a spirit-being God created to perform tasks for 

him. In the Bible, angels appear in human form (always 

as men) to deliver divine messages. Angels appear sepa-

rately to Joseph and Mary, announcing Jesus’ upcoming 

birth, and “a multitude of the heavenly host” (Luke 2:13) 

tells shepherds of the Savior’s arrival. Scripture offers 

little information about angels, though we know some re-

belled against God. Among the holy angels, categories 

include cherubim and seraphim. 



Brothers, Sisters, Family, 

       Who are we in God’s grand 
story? It’s a big question but 
what is the answer?  

       When we were children 
someone told us that we could be 

anything we wanted to be and encouraged us to “never stop chasing our 
dreams.” It sounded nice. It sounded like something we should say to 
one another. Is it ever a wonder that we didn’t become Superman or 
Wonder Woman? Is it a wonder that you weren’t President of the United 
States or the richest person alive living on a private mountain in Hawaii? 
These weren’t your dreams perhaps? They weren’t mine either. I feel 
like my dreams were more modest than that. I suppose I didn’t have the 
drive to “dream big” like those posters in my classes told me to. Yet the 
dreams I did have did not turn out like I hoped either? Why not? 

      The reality is, I’m not writing the story and our fairytale worlds of 
childhood are met by the realities of brokenness in a real world with real 
limitations. So how do we find our way? We have to look to the author. 
Modern science would have us believe there is none but time and 
chance. Yet, the scriptures say the Lord God is the author, saying “Your 
eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all 
were written, the days fashioned for me, when  as yet there were  none 
of them” Psalm 139:16. For us to truly find our way, our place, is to find 
the Lord our God through His Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. When we 
find Him we find Him purposeful in all His works, planning, ordaining 
things months, years, centuries, even millennia in advance. We find Him 
good, all wise, infinitely powerful. Yet here I am, the work of His hands! 
It begs the question, who has He designed me to be? Physically who has 
He created me to be? What history has He given me? What talents has 
He given me? What character and personality do I have? What are my 
gifts, my blessings, both in relationships and physical resources? None 
of these are accidental. If He knows all my days and is sufficient to work 
out all His plans, then what I have today is enough to satisfy the plans 
He has for me. Who I am is enough to fulfill the work He calls me to.  

      The crux of the matter is found in turning to Him, yielding all of 
those gifts of providence and purpose over to Him. When we give our 
lives over to Christ, we find the true life, true purpose we were created 
for. He will lead, He will guide, He will correct, and He will neither 
leave us nor forsake us. Are we pursuing this wholeheartedly? Are we 
trusting Him as we go? Are you praying through your days, seeking His 
will for your thoughts, words and deeds? When we find ourselves in 
Him we will find ourselves always where we belong. Don’t worry, have 
faith in God alone, live and pray. Let the Lord use the gifts, times, tal-
ents you have been given. The Lord God, our good Father will take care 
of it all in His time and His way, both of which are better than those 
hopes, plans and dreams we had for our future. Let us yield ourselves 
over and let Him write the story in full, get our hands off the quill and let 
Him write wonders with our lives! 

In God’s Love,  Pastor Mark 
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Center Calendar 
 

Weekly: 

Sun. 8:30 am ~ Prayer Time 
Sun. 9:30 am ~ Worship 

Junior Church (1st 2nd 3rd Sundays) 
Sun. 10:45 am ~ Bible Study 
Tuesday Workers ~ Mornings 
Wed. 6:30 pm ~ Bible Study 

Thur. 7 pm ~ Ensemble Rehearsal 
Sat. 5:30 pm ~ Prayer & Worship 

 

Men’s Breakfast, Sat., Nov. 6, 8 am 

Move Clocks Back, Nov 6 

Congregational Celebration and 
Carry In Lunch, Nov 7, 11 am 

Women’s Fellowship 
Thursday, Nov 11, 6:30 pm 

Center Hosting District  
Board November 13 

Center Café, Tuesday, Nov. 16, 
Serving, 11:30 am-12:30 pm 

Center’s Executive Committee  
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 17, 5:30 pm 

Men’s Breakfast, Sat., Nov. 20, 8 am 

Center’s Board Meeting  
Monday, Nov. 29, 7 pm 

Men’s Breakfast, Sat., Dec. 4, 8 am 

Advent Bible School 
Saturday, Dec. 4, 9:30-11:30 am 

Women’s Fellowship 
Thursday, Dec. 9, 6:30 pm 

Advent Bible School 
Saturday, Dec. 11, 9:30-11:30 am 

Men’s Breakfast, Sat., Dec. 18, 8 am 

Advent Bible School 
Saturday, Dec. 18, 9:30-11:30 am 

Christmas Choral Program 
Sunday, Dec. 19, 7 pm 

Center Café, Tuesday, Dec. 21, 
Serving, 11:30 am-12:30 pm 

Christmas Day Worship 
Saturday, Dec. 25, 10 am 
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Veterans Day has its 
roots in what was 
called Armistice Day, 
when a peace agree-
ment ended World War 
I on November 11, 
1918. President Wilson 
proclaimed that Armi-
stice Day was to be 

marked with solemn pride in heroism and with grati-
tude for victory as well as the “opportunity it has 
given America to show her sympathy with peace and 
justice.” In 1954, the remembrance was renamed 
Veterans Day to honor all U.S. military personnel. 
It’s a reminder to pray for and honor all who serve 
and sacrifice, to support and assist their families, and 
to pray that God will bring peace on earth. 

Northern Ohio Church of the Brethren 

District Conference 2022 

August 12 and 13 

Popular Ridge Church of the Brethren 

Defiance Ohio 

Inspiration  

Hills Camp 

            Winter Camp for Junior 
Campers (grades 3-5) is back in 
2022! Join us January 21-23, 

2022, for all of the best camp activities and some 
new ones.  

      There will be marshmallows for toasting, hot 
chocolate drinking, crafts, gaga ball, snowman 
building, sledding, seeing your old friends and meet-
ing new ones, and most importantly, learning about 
God!  

      Camp will begin on Friday night at 7:00 P.M. 
and end on Sunday afternoon at 1:00 P.M; cost $95. 
As soon as we receive your registration, we will mail 
the necessary medical forms for you to fill out and 
return—the cool part being these forms will then be 
valid for the entire year at camp!  

      Make sure to bring a friend! Registration forms 
link: Winter Camp Registration Form 2021 or di-
rectly visit event page at: http://www.
inspirationhillscamp.org/camp/uncategorized/winter-
camp-is-back/ 

Family Photo:  An 8-year-old girl was 

showing her 4-year-old sister some pictures 

from her Bible. The younger sister was  

fascinated by a picture of Mary and baby Jesus. 

After examining it intently, she asked,  

“But where’s Joseph?”    

The older sister thought for a moment  

and replied, “He’s taking the picture.” 
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Center Ensemble Rehearsal 

Thursdays, 7:00 pm 

All are invite to join us. 
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  
Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his 

presence with singing.” Psalm 100:1,2 

A New Thanksgiving Tradition 

      At Thanksgiving, we give thanks for things 
(food, home, clothing, work) and loved ones (family, 
friends, pets). But if the people we name aren’t pre-
sent, they may never know how precious they are to 
us. This November, start a new tradition by writing 
notes of thanks to people you appreciate. 

      Follow Paul’s model of starting letters with 
thanksgiving: “First, I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for all of you, because your faith is being re-
ported all over the world” (Romans 1:8, NIV). No-
tice how he thanks his addressees by thanking God 
for them. Paul is specific too, not 
writing, “Thanks for every-
thing!” 

      Expressing genuine thanks-
giving to God and another per-
son, you might write something 
like this: 

Dear Judy, This Thanksgiving I’m thinking about  

special people in my life. You are one! I thank God for 

our friendship, for your strong witness for Jesus and 

for your willingness to lend a hand as a substitute 

teacher. (Your chocolate cookies are icing on the 

cake!) I praise God for you! Sincerely, Joan 

Women's Fellowship 

Wreath Making 

Thursday, Nov. 11 

6:30 pm 

Join Us for our monthly 
Women's fellowship pot-
luck. We will enjoy a de-
votion during dinner fol-

lowed by a Christmas wreath decorating class. La-
dies are welcome to bring a wreath they would like 
to re-purpose or can use one provided. If you own a 
glue gun please bring it with you. 

Come and Celebrate Jesus’ Birth 

Christmas Day Worship 

Saturday, Dec. 25, 10 am 
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Thank you to all that helped support 
our spaghetti dinner last month. 
We were able to raise over $630 
for Hope Outreach a local Stark 
County Mission.   

We were truly blessed on October 
31 with a baptismal and membership service.  Benja-
min Kell and Elias Denissoff we're baptized in 
Christ and became members Center Church along 
with Connie Denissoff and Dave and Diane Send.  
We look forward to witnessing God's work in all 
their lives as we strive to glorify Him together. 

We are working with Wreaths Across America again 
to help support the Osnaburg Historical Society.  If 
you are interested in purchasing a wreath to be 
placed on a veterans tombstone in our cemetery 
please contact the church by November 20. 

We are looking forward to hosting our first Advent 
Bible School for children in our church and commu-
nity.  This will be a wonderful time to work as a 
church family to help share the true meaning of 
Christmas.  Please contact us if you are interested in 
volunteering. 

The Women’s Fellowship will be meeting on Thurs-
day, Nov. 11 at 6:30 pm and again on Dec. 9. 

We will be having our annual Christmas Program on 
Sunday, December 19, at  7 pm.  Please join us on 
Christmas Day (Saturday) as well to celebrate the 
birth of our Savior at a 10 am worship service.   

Praying you are filled with God's peace, love, and 
joy this Christmas season! 

Laura Kell, Nurture Chair 

Center Café’ 

Coming Soon 

Center Café is a new out-
reach program and we need 
you to pass the word 
around to your contacts.  
We will be serving a lunch 
every third Tuesday of the 
month from 11:30 to 12:30.  

This is an invitation to all as an opportunity to get 
out and socialize over a meal with others.  

We hope that all of our friends, families and mem-
bers will take advantage of it. Think about inviting 
someone who may be alone and would enjoy an out-
ing. We have enough volunteers for the preparation 
and serving but need your help to be a participant 
and to be at the tables to visit with people who come 
in and be the welcoming crew. This may be a small 
program to start but with everyone’s support  hope to 
see it grow. 

Church of the Brethren 

Annual Conference 

CHI Convention Center 

Omaha, Nebraska 

July 10 through July 13 
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Advent Bible SchoolAdvent Bible SchoolAdvent Bible SchoolAdvent Bible School    
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Join us each week for a new lesson as we travel 

to Bethlehem while discovering God’s plan 

and the real meaning of Christmas! 
 

Classroom size is limited please RSVP by Friday, November 26! 

Registration forms are available at center-cob.org or on our Facebook Page.   


